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California Historical Resources 
Information System (CHRIS)

• State Historical Resources Commission (SHRC)
o Approves IC fees and Info Center Rules of Operation Manual
o Information Center Procedural Advisory Committee (ICPAC)
o Most SHRC activities concern other matters, especially listing of historical 

resources on state registers and the National Register of Historic Places

• Office of Historic Preservation (OHP)
o Administers/manages Info Center System, manages OHP portion of the 

CHRIS Inventory, provides public outreach and education
o SHPO selects CHRIS Coordinator from staff

• Information Centers (ICs)
o Manage bulk of  CHRIS Inventory, provide access, public outreach and 

education



Information Center Functions

• Maintain the state (CHRIS) historical 
resources inventory on behalf of OHP (and 
SHRC), for the IC service area

• Provide access to the inventory, and 
provide support in its interpretation and 
use as appropriate

• Provide outreach and education services 
regarding historic preservation and the 
CHRIS Inventory
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The CHRIS Inventory

• Over 310,000 Resources on file at the ICs

• Over 170,000 non-Archaeological 
Resources on file at OHP

• Over 146,000 Reports on file at the ICs

• Significant overlap between OHP and IC 
portions of the CHRIS Inventory

• Roughly 2/3 of IC inventory digitized



CHRIS Inventory Digitization

• Converting resource records and reports 
to PDF format

• Converting resource and report location 
maps to Geographic Information System 
(GIS) format

• Populating resource and 
report/bibliographic databases

• Various IC/regional efforts since the 1990s



CHRIS Funding

• ICs generate Records Search Revenue
• ICs generate roughly $1.5-$2 million in 

income, and expend similar amount 
annually

• OHP provides roughly $90,000 in federal 
subgrant funds, plus variable contract 
funds for data management/conversion

• Agency, other partnerships provide 
support, often focused on digitization







CHRIS Data Costs for Selected 
Counties
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Note: Not all
Data/PDFs are 
available yet for these 
counties.

Costs for some PDFs 
are estimated

County Resources Reports
Butte 3,582 1,840
Sutter 237 200
Contra Costa 3,219 2,312
San Francisco 1,074 1,309



Current CHRIS Policy
Re THPO Access

• The THPO for a tribe that has elected to 
take on inventory management 
responsibilities in their agreement with the 
National Park Service shall have access to 
all CHRIS Inventory information for their 
area of THPO responsibility as defined in 
that agreement

• THPO sharing of inventory data with 
CHRIS at THPO’s discretion



Current CHRIS Policy
Re THPO Access (continued)

• A THPO may choose to acquire a copy of 
the CHRIS Inventory information, or to 
take all materials and not leave a copy 
with the CHRIS-no fee

• For access outside of the THPO area, 
access is directed by standard CHRIS 
policy. Professional qualification and 
ownership-based - and by access/sharing 
agreements with individual ICs (NAHC 
agreement in process)



Possible Ways Forward
• Via the SHRC – discuss access and fees, 

have it put on the SHRC agenda, present 
information with recommended action for 
the SHRC – access policy and/or fees

• Develop a statewide agreement with the 
SHPO/CHRIS, that addresses the default 
policy, fees, and related matters for all 
THPOs

• Continue with current situation, develop 
THPO-specific agreements as needed


